
 

 

    A big thanks to David Svoboda for managing this successful event! 

Judge Blake gave an entertaining 

and heartfelt talk on òWorking 

With Interpretersó .  His diverse 

legal background and life experi-

ences have helped to form his 

philosophy that the provision of 

interpreters for all cases  is not 

only crucial to ensure due proc-
ess for all, but also adds to judi-

cial economy by reducing delays 

and confusion in the courtroom. 

The day concluded with the ad-

ministration of the Oath of Office 

for the new ACIA Board and the 

traditional raffle.   

ACIA raffled off an iPad 2 this 

year and ticket sales were brisk.  

Congratulations to the Grand 

Prize winner, Cristina Parra.   

The Board thanks you all for 

your attendance and support! 

ACIA held its Annual Meeting at a 

totally new venue this year.  It was 

such a positive experience, we are 

planning to book the same location 

for next year.  In spite of a gloomy 

day, the room was warm and filled 

with friendly conversation.   

More than 50 were in attendance for 
a delicious luncheon followed by 

addresses from Judge Blake of Scotts-

dale Municipal Court and  Carol 

Mitchell, AOC.  As the AOC Inter-

preter Representative, Carol gave 

our members an overview of the 

services the Court Services Division 

(CSD) provides to all Arizonaõs 

Courts.  Some of the programs she 

highlighted were the Court Inter-

preter Registry and the Communica-

tion Tool for Interpreters listserve 

administered by the Arizona AOC 

for the benefit of the entire state.   

Since Arizona has recently joined the 

NCSC Consortium for Language 

Access in the Courts, Carol 

gave ACIA members an orienta-

tion of the program.  There are 

now 43 member states in the 

Consortium.  Arizona has not 

yet formulated a plan on how 

this program will be adminis-
tered in Arizona but Carol will 

keep us informed of develop-

ments as they occur.  ACIA has 

an open line of communication 

with AOC and really appreciates 

the work that Carol does to 

improve quality language access 

in Arizona   

The Web site for the NCSC 

Consortium can be accessed at 

the following link: http://

www.ncsc.org/education-and-

careers /s ta te- in te rp re ter-

certification.aspx 

ACIA Annual Meeting  
Judge Blake and Carol Mitchell 

Wild Horse Pass Resort  

ACIA  

 

ARIZONA  

COURT INTERPRETERS  ASSOCIATION  

 Winter 2011 -2012 Inter PRESS 

Page 2 

CONTENTS  

2011 Annual 

Meeting  
1 

A Message from   

the President  
2 

New Members &  

Committees  
2 

Fall Plenary  
Memory & Ethics 

NLS & Sp Sp  

3 

In Memoriam  

Ricardo Gonzalez  
4 

Future Events  5 

Interpreter News  6 

New Board  7 

       A quarterly publication of the Arizona Court Interpreters Association  

 
Board of Directors  
 
President:   Kathleen Schaben                        
president@aciaonline.org 
 

1st VP: Chayada Pearson                 
1stvicepresident@aciaonline.org 

 

2nd VP: Diana Cambrón 
2ndvicepresident@aciaonline.org 

 

Treasurer:  David Svoboda               
treasurer@aciaonline.org 
 

Secretary :  Ana Stine 
secretary@aciaonline.org 

 
President Emeritus:    
Blanca Lucht                        
presidentemeritus@aciaonline.org 

 
Editor:  Kathleen Schaben 
editor@aciaonline.org 

http://www.ncsc.org/education-and-careers/state-interpreter-certification.aspx
http://www.ncsc.org/education-and-careers/state-interpreter-certification.aspx
http://www.ncsc.org/education-and-careers/state-interpreter-certification.aspx
http://www.ncsc.org/education-and-careers/state-interpreter-certification.aspx
mailto:president@aciaonline.org
mailto:1stvicepresident@aciaonline.org
mailto:2ndvicepresident@aciaonline.org
mailto:treasurer@aciaonline.org
mailto:secretary@aciaonline.org
mailto:olivera.horwath@cox.net
mailto:president@aciaonline.org
mailto:editor@aciaonline.org
http://static.panoramio.com/photos/original/49828835.jpg


 

Dear Members, 
 

As Arizona celebrates 100 years of state-

hood, ACIA enters its 32nd year of existence.  
Although more than three decades have 

elapsed, ACIAõs mission remains the same.  
We continue to provide training, education, 

networking opportunities and support to 

help our members succeed as professionals 
in the fields of Court and Legal Interpret-

ing/Translating.  
 

There are many challenges that face the 

interpreter community.  First and foremost, 
we must do our best to make sure that all 

court interpreters are adequately prepared to 
provide the services they are hired to per-

form.  Arizona has not yet implemented an 

interpreter certification program but, as we 
heard at the Annual Meeting, the Adminis-

trative Office of the Courts has joined the 
National Center for State Courts Consor-

tium for Language Access.  Certification is 

the ultimate goal and although it will not be  
 

immediate, Arizona interpreters can now  

see standards on the horizon.  ACIA has 

an excellent working relationship with the 
AZ AOC and we will keep our members 

informed of any developments. 
 

In the past year we have automated our 

event announcements and registration 
process for all events with Constant Con-

tact.  Additionally, we continue to culti-
vate membership that is representative of 

interpreters of all languages who live in all 

Arizona counties.  We have recruited an 
ad hoc ASL Delegate and welcome Joni 

Horn, who will work alongside the Non-
Language Specific Delegates.  Other plans 

include providing support to our members 
through Web site resources. Interpreters 

will be able to refer clients to these docu-

ments to reinforce definitions of their role 
and limitations of court interpreters. 
 

ACIA will continue to do the work initi-
ated by the great leaders that came before 

the current Board.  We all must be mind- 

ful that our ultimate 
goal is to provide 

accurate and ethical 
interpreter services to 

all non-English speak-

ers who come to the 
courts for resolution 

and relief.   Without 
us, they have no 

voice, no due process and no justice. 
 

We recognize you have entrusted us 

with a great responsibility and thank  

you for your continued support and 

participation.   

Wishing you a Happy and Healthy 2012! 

Kathleen M. Schaben 

 

Program Committee:  

Chairperson, Chayada Pearson  

1stvicepresident@aciaonline.org  
 

Membership Committee:  

Chairperson, Diana Cambrón  

2ndvicepresident@aciaonline.org  
 

Education Committee:  

Chairperson, Scott Loos  

education@aciaonline.org  
 

Ethics Committee:  

Chairperson, Kathleen Schaben  

 president@aciaonline.org  

 

Non -Language Specific Delegates:  

Olivera Horwath  

nlsdelegate@aciaonline.org  
and 

Rimma Tsiouris  

nlsdelegate@aciaonline.org  
 

ASL Delegate  

Joni Horn  

asldelegate@aciaonline.org  
 

Parliamentarian:  
Juan Carlos Cordova  

parliamentarian@aciaonline.org  
 

Certification Committee  
 

Fundraising Committee  
 

If you would like to volunteer to work on a  

Committee, please contact Ana Stine. 

A Message from the President 

ACIA Committees List  

Welcome New Members 

Language is the blood of 
the soul into which thoughts 
run and out of which they 

grow.   

~Oliver Wendell Holmes 
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ACIA  extends a heartfelt welcome to all our new members.  Please take a few moments to review 

the ACIA By-Laws and Code of Ethics.  Both files can be downloaded from  our Web page at   

http://www.aciaonline.org/bylaws.php 

 
In order to receive correspondence from the ACIA Board, please keep us informed of changes in 

your contact information (both email and mailing address). 

Hassan Hijazi Arabic Scottsdale 

Jimmy Inelus Haitian Creole/French Chandler 

Carlos Reyes Spanish Surprise 

Volker Eckert German Scottsdale 
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Wiretapping: A Case Study 

(Spanish-Specific) 

Scottsdale 10/22/11 

Interactive Courtroom Ethics 

Fall Plenary (NLS) 

Tucson 9/24/11 

Memory Improvement 

Fall Plenary (NLS) 

Tucson 9/24/11 

Conciliation Court Services 

(Non-Language Specific) 

Scottsdale 10/22/11 

ACIA Fall Plenary Meeting (NLS)ñTucson 

ACIA Training Event (Sp Sp and NLS)ñScottsdale 
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The Court Interpreter family lost someone very dear with the passing of  

Ricardo González after a courageous fight with lung cancer.   

Ricardo was a long-term member of ACIA and had a wide circle of friends.   

Everyone who knew Ricardo loved him and he returned that love and more.   

The world was richer for his warmth and sense of humor.   

We miss him greatly but will always remember his indomitable spirit and unwavering positivity. 

In Memoriam  
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1966-2011 
 
Ricardo Miguel Gonzalez, age 45, passed away on Saturday, December 3, 2011 in 

Yuma, AZ. He was born on March 4, 1966, in Ponce, Puerto Rico. 

 

Ricardo attended school in Academia Santa Maria in Ponce, Puerto Rico. Then 

graduated as a naval officer from The Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. He 

served as an officer for seven years, and fought during the Persian Gulf War on the 

U.S.S. Midway. He also studied in San Diego University were he received his certifi-

cate as an interpreter and translator. He worked in Maricopa County and since 

2003 as an interpreter at the Federal District Court in Yuma, AZ.  

 

Ricardo is survived by his parents: Jesus and Juanita Gonzalez and sisters Maria J. and 

Lourdes. He will be missed by his relatives in Puerto Rico and friends who knew and 

loved him in Yuma. 

 

Viewing will be held at Yuma Mortuary on Thursday, December 15, 2011 from 5:00 

p.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Friday, December 16, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. with rosary 

at 7p.m. Mass will be held at St. Francis Catholic Church on Saturday, December 17, 

2011 at 9:30 a.m. 

Published in The Yuma Sun on December 15, 2011 
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Date Meeting Location Program 

Mar 17, 2012 Spring  

Plenary  

Phoenix  

ASU Mercado  

CSI: Homicide  

Carol and Diana Meredith  

Jun 02, 2012 Summer 

Plenary  

Casa Grande To Be Determined  

Sep 15, 2012 Fall  

Plenary  

TBD  To Be Determined  

Dec 08, 2012  Annual 

Meeting  

Chandler  

Wild Horse Pass  

Resort Conference Center  

To Be Determined  

February 11, 2012  

Scottsdale Civic Center Library 

Transcription Practicum (NLS)  
Presenter: Janet Quiroz 

March 17, 2012 

ASU Mercado  

CSI: Homicide (NLS)  
Presenters: Carol and Diana Meredith 
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Matter of interpretation:   

Danbury court interpreters face daily challenges 
By Libor Jany, Staff Writer  

Updated 11:47 p.m., Thursday, May 26, 2011 

newstimes.com 
 

http://www.newstimes.com/news/article/Matter-of-interpretation-1398008.php 

 

òMany in the state's legal community say court interpreters play an integral,  

if unheralded, role in the judicial process.ó 

Cover Story: Providing Court Interpreters  
By Jeff Atkinson, Reporter  

Posted: May 23, 2011 4:01 PM MST  
WBTV.com On Your Side  

 
          

http://www.wbtv.com/story/14701215/cover-story-providing 

 
CHARLOTTE, NC (WBTV) - òThe language barrier and our legal system.  

Civil rights advocates say what's happening in our civil courts is a miscarriage of justice.ó 

State panel urges improved use of court interpreters 

The Associated Press|Posted: Friday, December 2, 2011 9:29 am 

 

http://rapidcityjournal.com/news/state-panel-urges-improved-use-of-court-interpreters/ 

article_374b3bb0-1d00-11e1-bab3-001871e3ce6c.html 

 

òPIERRE -- A study committee has recommended that South Dakota move quickly to  

improve the use of interpreters and translators in the state's courtrooms.ó 

 

A collection of On Language columns  

published in The New York Times.  
http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/features/magazine/columns/on_language/index.html 

 

Interpreter   

News  

 
Links to Court  

Interpreter   

Related Articles  
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Court Notebook:   

Judge Mistakes Interpreter as Lawyer 

By Jim OõHara / The Post Standard 

 
http://www.syracuse.com/news/

index.ssf/2011/12/

court_notebook_judge_mistakes.html  

 
      òAre you a lawyer?ó the judge asked.    

Court Notebook looks at the odd, humorous 
and unusual in the court and legal system. 

Sample some of Jim O'Hara's other Court 

Notebooks. 
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